
ABSENCE OF EVIDENCE

CHARACTERS: FRED and DOUG, adults - similar age

Woods.  Dusk, nearing dark.  Two men - 
FRED and DOUG are seated on camp chairs 
on either side of a small fire.  
They’re wearing jeans and long sleeve 
shirts buttoned against the chill of 
the evening.  A two man tent behind 
them.  FRED holds a tin cup.  He sips 
occasionally.  DOUG has a stick in 
hand. He absently pokes at the fire.  
An undertone of anger smolders along 
with the fire.  

FRED
You’re pissed.

DOUG
No I’m not.

FRED
You are.

DOUG
No...I am not.  

FRED
Bullshit.

Quiet again.  FRED sips.  DOUG pokes.

DOUG
You called me a liar.

FRED
See.  I knew you were pissed.  And I never called you a liar.

DOUG
You might as well have.



FRED
But I didn’t.  

DOUG
Difference without a distinction.

They stare into the fire.  

FRED
I just said you might be mistaken.

DOUG
You said I didn’t see it.  

FRED
I said you probably saw something.  Just not that.  

DOUG
How do you know what I saw? You were looking for a good cell 
signal to make a call you shouldn’t be making.  

FRED
It was important.  Besides.  They don’t know where I’m 
calling from.

DOUG
There’s a record somewhere.  

FRED is dismissive.  He sips. 

DOUG

(staring into the fire)
We need more wood.

FRED
It’s almost dark.  I’ll get some after the moon comes up.

DOUG pokes a little harder in response.

FRED
Is this how it’s going to be all night?

Absence of Evidence 2.



DOUG responds with silence.  

FRED
Fine.  You know what?  Maybe you did see a bigfoot.  

DOUG
Don’t patronize me.  You know you don’t believe that.

FRED
You’re right.  I don’t.  You said you saw a bigfoot.  I say 
you couldn’t have seen one because they don’t exist.  We can 
argue about this all night and nothing is going to change 
either of our minds.    

DOUG
Do you trust me? 

FRED
You and Me? (He gestures to the two of them.) This? (He 
gestures around the them)What kind of question is that?

DOUG
Then trust me I saw one.  That’s all the proof you need.  

FRED
You’re never without your phone.  Why didn’t you take a 
picture?

DOUG
I’m just coming up over this rise, the pack is digging into 
my back, I’m trying not to fall, and I look up, and there it 
is.  Moving away.  It must have heard me.  It happened so 
fast, and I was so shocked, by the time I even thought about 
it, he was gone.  

FRED
He?

DOUG
He.  She.  

Absence of Evidence 3.



FRED
Careful.  It could be gender neutral.  

DOUG is not amused.  

FRED
Did it leave footprints?

DOUG
The ground was dry and rocky.  I checked.  This one didn’t 
leave prints, but others have.  And people have made plaster 
casts.  

FRED
Footprints can be faked.  

DOUG
Sure.  But are people going to take the time to create 
imperfections and a midtarsal break?  

FRED
A what?

DOUG
It’s a flexible break in the feet of primates, like 
chimpanzees, that allow them to grasp limbs as they climb 
through trees.  Some of the bigfoot tracks only show the 
front of the foot, and this indicates a foot that is much 
more flexible than a human’s.  The break itself is also 
visible in some of the full prints.

FRED sits for a moment in stunned 
silence.  

FRED
You’re an accountant.  What the hell do you know about 
primate biology?  

DOUG
I learned about it on television.

FRED
From one of those reality shows where they go on expeditions 
and find nothing? Except some people missing some teeth and 
some IQ points who claim to have seen something?

Absence of Evidence 4.


