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(Sister continues folding sheets. Brother watches her) 
SISTER 

If you can’t do what I like, least you can do is do what 

I don’t mind. 

(Brother helps Sister fold a sheet. They work together to fold a second one) 

BROTHER 

Sister, I been thinking. 

SISTER 

Lord knows, in a man, that’s dangerous. 

BROTHER 

This house getting too much for us. And, she’s right: 

Hollis don’t need to be here. 

SISTER 

Uh-hum? 

BROTHER 

Yes, ma’am. 

SISTER 

That’s what you say, Albert? 

BROTHER 

Yes, ma’am, Theresa. That’s what I say. I grew up here. 

Brought you here. And Hollis grew up here. It served 

its purpose. Time for moving on and letting go. 

SISTER 

Sound like, you been thinking a lot. What else you been 

thinking? 
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BROTHER 

I think—I know I want you to have nice things. A nice place 

to stay. That deluxe townhouse in East Saint Louis that 

Supervisor Clyde Jordan put up? I want my wife to walk 

to her front door without stepping over dog mess. That 

sounds like the place. That’s what I know. 

(Sister and Brother fold another sheet) 

SISTER 

Is that so? 

BROTHER 

Yes—yes, ma’am. That’s so. 

SISTER 

No dog mess in the front yard would be nice— 

BROTHER 

Yes, ma’am. 

SISTER 

Nicer yet, an automatic washing machine and a dryer— 

BROTHER 

Gas. I know, I know. 

SISTER 

What about that? 

BROTHER 

(hesitant) 

I got to work up to that. I’m sorry, Sister. 

SISTER 

Keep thinking. You got any sense, you get there. 

You left dusting your broom, otherwise. 

(Sister and Brother finish folding the sheet. Sister drops the sheet into the laundry basket and 

adjusts the clothes pins on the line. Sister begins folding another sheet alone, eschewing 

Brother’s help. Chastened, Brother stands by himself.) 

SISTER 

(dismissively) 

Go and get your carrots. 

BROTHER 

(hesitant) 

You cold. One hard-hearted woman. 

SISTER 

You one cold, hard-hearted man. Small wonder, we’re a 

pair. New house don’t mean a thing, you got same old 

same old in them. Make me use that old washing machine 

and this line some more, I’ll go before this house do. Should 

do that. Make you wash your own sheets and drawers. See 

what you do. See how you do. 




